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County lobbyists recap legislative initiatives 

 
Sidney Allen of Butler Snow gave a detailed presentation at Monday night's meeting of the Madison County Board of 
Supervisors about initiatives pushed during the previous legislative session. Butler Snow was hired last year by the 
county to lobby on its behalf.  
 
According to Allen, the biggest initiative was SB 2920, which provides up to $100 million in revenue bonds for the 
Madison County Economic Development Authority.  
 
"Probably the highest profile issue that a lot of people saw was a bill we introduced half-way through the session that our 
delegation introduced to both sides...which provides $100 million in revenue bonds for MCEDA to issue on behalf of a 
company that is already located here," Allen said, referring to a possible Nissan expansion. 
 
MCEDA Executive Director Tim Coursey told supervisors that plans with the Mississippi Development Authority are still 
in the works and could not provide any further information on an upcoming expansion.  
 
"When we have some further discourse with MDA and Nissan, we will find out a whole lot more but the project is moving 
forward," Coursey said.  
 
Allen emphasized that the revenue bonds would not be financed by the county or the state, but rather through leasing. He 
said that the bill has passed through both the house and senate and is currently on the governor's desk waiting to be 
signed. 
 
Another successful initiative that passed was a $1 million bond to help finish funding the Lake Harbour Expansion 
Project. Allen said it would cost $2 million to finish the project, however, due to limited funding in the bond bill they were 
only able to obtain half of the cost. He added that the county was only three transportation projects in the state that 
received a portion of the $196 million of the bond bill that was passed.  
 
"This year was very limited in the bond bill," he said. "Last year there was no bond bill in the state legislature. This year 
was very limited - $196 million total, which included all of the IHL projects. We are going to get a million of that. 
 
"We are one of three transportation projects in the state that got any of the bond build this year and we got a higher 
percentage than any other projects did so we are happy with it," he continued. "Of course, it is not everything we asked for 
but the leadership really stepped up and the house and the senate were important in getting this set up." 
 
Allen noted that one issue that presented that did not make it all the way through the house was the Citizens for Economic 
Development Act, a local option sales tax that the city of Ridgeland has been wanting to push for a while. Allen said that 
under the conservative leadership it was made clear that the bill was not going to be signed into law.  
 
 

 

Please feel free to submit your comments. 
 
Article comments are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each submission must be approved by the Web site editor, who 
may edit content for appropriateness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours for any submission while the web site editor reviews 
and approves it.  
 
Note: All information on this form is required. Your telephone number is for our use only, and will not be attached to your 
comment. 

Submit an Article Comment 

First Name: 
Required 

 

Last Name: 
Required 

 

Telephone: 
Required 

 

Email: 
Required 

 

Comment: 
Required 

 

55

66

Passcode: 
Required  

Click here to see a new mix of characters. 

 This is an anti-SPAM device. It is not case sensitive. 

     Submit Reset

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Search

search...

ADS FROM THE PAPER

Find us on Facebook

Madison County Journal

Like

1,825 people like Madison County Journal.

SPORTS NEWCOMER'S GUIDE ABOUT US CHURCH DIRECTORY CIRCULATION PAY MY BILL ADVERTISING DOWNLOADS BANKPLUS 360 LIFE

Home | Contact Us | Sign-up for email updates | RSS Feed | Submit news
Copyright 2013 Madison County Publishing Co. Inc. 

Software © 1998-2013 1up! Software, All Rights Reserved

County lobbyists recap legislative initiatives  Madison County Journal  Madison County Mississippi                                                                                   Page 1 of 2 

4/22/2013http://onlinemadison.com/Main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=1&ArticleID=26490



 
 

 
 

Home | Contact Us | Sign-up for email updates | RSS Feed | Submit news 

NEWS EDITORIALS SPORTS NEWCOMER'S GUIDE OBITUARIES CONTACT US ABOUT US CLASSIFIEDS ADVERTISING CIRCULATION SUBMIT

 

 

 

 
 

    Recently 
Commented     Most 

Viewed

• PRINCE/The 
'freshman' Zacharias 
(1 comment)

• Dr. Hannah Gay 
makes global 
headlines in HIV 
treatment 
(1 comment)

• MSU empowering 
special needs kids 
(1 comment)

• BRYANT/Opposition to 
Medicaid expansion 
(1 comment)

• GI Associates urge 
screenings during 
Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month 
(1 comment)

 

Madison, MS

  Get the 10 day forecast

53°F 

Sunny

Feels Like:53°F 

Humidity: 77% 

Wind: E at 4 mph

 Enter city/zip

 
    Airport Delays 

    Beach Conditions 

    Pollen Reports 

Keeping an eye on the Tropics

 
Subscription Login 
LOGIN | SUBSCRIBE 

News Video Library

 

 

home : news : local news April 22, 2013

 

 

 
 
Article Comment Submission Form 

 

4/17/2013 6:00:00 PM 

County lobbyists recap legislative initiatives 

 
Sidney Allen of Butler Snow gave a detailed presentation at Monday night's meeting of the Madison County Board of 
Supervisors about initiatives pushed during the previous legislative session. Butler Snow was hired last year by the 
county to lobby on its behalf.  
 
According to Allen, the biggest initiative was SB 2920, which provides up to $100 million in revenue bonds for the 
Madison County Economic Development Authority.  
 
"Probably the highest profile issue that a lot of people saw was a bill we introduced half-way through the session that our 
delegation introduced to both sides...which provides $100 million in revenue bonds for MCEDA to issue on behalf of a 
company that is already located here," Allen said, referring to a possible Nissan expansion. 
 
MCEDA Executive Director Tim Coursey told supervisors that plans with the Mississippi Development Authority are still 
in the works and could not provide any further information on an upcoming expansion.  
 
"When we have some further discourse with MDA and Nissan, we will find out a whole lot more but the project is moving 
forward," Coursey said.  
 
Allen emphasized that the revenue bonds would not be financed by the county or the state, but rather through leasing. He 
said that the bill has passed through both the house and senate and is currently on the governor's desk waiting to be 
signed. 
 
Another successful initiative that passed was a $1 million bond to help finish funding the Lake Harbour Expansion 
Project. Allen said it would cost $2 million to finish the project, however, due to limited funding in the bond bill they were 
only able to obtain half of the cost. He added that the county was only three transportation projects in the state that 
received a portion of the $196 million of the bond bill that was passed.  
 
"This year was very limited in the bond bill," he said. "Last year there was no bond bill in the state legislature. This year 
was very limited - $196 million total, which included all of the IHL projects. We are going to get a million of that. 
 
"We are one of three transportation projects in the state that got any of the bond build this year and we got a higher 
percentage than any other projects did so we are happy with it," he continued. "Of course, it is not everything we asked for 
but the leadership really stepped up and the house and the senate were important in getting this set up." 
 
Allen noted that one issue that presented that did not make it all the way through the house was the Citizens for Economic 
Development Act, a local option sales tax that the city of Ridgeland has been wanting to push for a while. Allen said that 
under the conservative leadership it was made clear that the bill was not going to be signed into law.  
 
 

 

Please feel free to submit your comments. 
 
Article comments are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each submission must be approved by the Web site editor, who 
may edit content for appropriateness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours for any submission while the web site editor reviews 
and approves it.  
 
Note: All information on this form is required. Your telephone number is for our use only, and will not be attached to your 
comment. 

Submit an Article Comment 

First Name: 
Required 

 

Last Name: 
Required 

 

Telephone: 
Required 

 

Email: 
Required 

 

Comment: 
Required 

 

55

66

Passcode: 
Required  

Click here to see a new mix of characters. 

 This is an anti-SPAM device. It is not case sensitive. 

     Submit Reset

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Search

search...

ADS FROM THE PAPER

Find us on Facebook

Madison County Journal

Like

1,825 people like Madison County Journal.

SPORTS NEWCOMER'S GUIDE ABOUT US CHURCH DIRECTORY CIRCULATION PAY MY BILL ADVERTISING DOWNLOADS BANKPLUS 360 LIFE

Home | Contact Us | Sign-up for email updates | RSS Feed | Submit news
Copyright 2013 Madison County Publishing Co. Inc. 

Software © 1998-2013 1up! Software, All Rights Reserved

County lobbyists recap legislative initiatives  Madison County Journal  Madison County Mississippi                                                                                   Page 2 of 2 

4/22/2013http://onlinemadison.com/Main.asp?SectionID=1&SubSectionID=1&ArticleID=26490


