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DADDY...
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, is all smiles while spending quélity time with his daddy, Joe Ellington.
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the elation of 1-month-old Josie Doreen
Gibbons’ birth.

“Wow! A perfect little baby! Anoth-
er girl! I was glad she was finally here,”
said Gibbons, 42, .

Josie is the sixth addition to the fam-
ily he shares with his wife, Dawn, in
Flora.

‘But Gibbons said being the father of
six is no walk in the park,

“We have to keep things as organized
and on somewhat of a schedule as much
as possible to keep things running
smoothly,” he said.

Gibbons said his older children —
Joshua, 13, Julie, 12, Jessica, 6, Jill, 4,
and Jenna, 2 — always lend a helping
hand with Josie, such as fetching dia-
pers, wipes, sippy cupsand other essen-
tials she might need throughout the
day. '

‘When asked about what it means to
be a father, Gibbons said “to love and to
be loved unconditionally.

“It means thinking about the choices
you make and making sure you are set-
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County
hires firm
to help
create jobs

By Lucy WEBER
Iweber@mcherald.com

Madison County officials have hired the govern-
ment relations arm of a local law firm to help bring
companies and jobs here,

Starting Oct. 1, the Board of Supervisors and the
Madison County Economic Development Authori-
ty will split the $6,000 a month fee to hire Ridge-
land-based Butler, Snow, O'Mara, Stevens & Can-
nada PLLC,

“They will heln vs with economic development,”
County Administrator David Overby said.

While the firm's government relations section
does provide lobbying services, Qverby said the
local work will be directed to identify companies
and contacts that can recruit jobs for Madison
County. The work will go beyond legislative con-
tacts, he said. “It could be working with the gover-
nor’s office, with Mississippi Development Author-
ity and with Mississippi Department of Transporta-
tion,” he said. ,

The county is in the midst of creating a sirategic
economic development plan that will be finished
about the time the firm comes on board, Ovetby
said. “We can can use their experiise to pui thai fea-
sibility study into practice,” he said.

Sidney Allen, director of the government rela-
tions group for Butler, Snow, alsois a member of the
steering committee working on the strategic plan
that is a partnership between public officials and
private business leaders. “That plan will play alarge
part in what we do.”

“While we do fraditional lobbying, this (Madison
County job) is geared more toward economic devel-
opment,” Allen said, “We will work more as aliaison
between state officials and the county.”

“I feel the experience Butler, Snow brings to the
table can help us with expertise we don’t have,”
Board of Supervisors President John Bell Crosby
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seeing people laugh doesn’t
mean they are laughing at you.
“The real thing I want
everybody to learn from my
story is: ‘Don’t think some-
body is making fun of you.””
In the story, Bob the Ele-
phant worries after he sees
himself in the mirrer. “Tust one
look and he knew he was U-G-
LY. Alayna wrote. “Why he
must have ahundred wrinkles.

lion, who als¢ have image
issues. “And they all made
peace and lived happily and
Frenchie said — All things are
made unique by God from the
littlest to the biggest.”

Frenchie came to life on the
page because “Tjust thought of
a mouse, and it came to me it
could be French. You don't see
them unless you're in France,”
Alayna said.

ana VIAITY TNe OLIKEY, wile
meets Bohonkus the King.
“This sumnmer I want to write
10 stories,” she said.

“T veally have no clue where
she getstheseideas,” her mom
said.

As Alayna works on her
writings this summer, McCul-
lough is looking to her daugh-
ter for inspiration. “I'm work-
ing on my dissertation,”

No! He must have had a mil-  Alayna is writing other sto- McCullough said. “Maybe
lion.” ries. There’s the one about she’ll give me some pointers

Bob then meets Frenchie,a Picklethe Parrot, whoworries  on wrifing.”
Gontinued from page 1A Crosby said. kind of like having a chefry on
Crosby said the money will top of your ice cream,” he suid.

said. “We feel this will be a
good partnership with the
contacts they have.”
Supervisors voted to hire
the firm last week but to delay
the starting date until Oct. 1,
the beginning of the next
budget year. “Wefelt it best to
work it into the new fiscal year
budget because the money’s
not in there for this year,”

be well spent. “It's a win-win
situation for everybody
involved, the county, the
cities, Butler, Snow and the
constituents in Madison
County,” he said.

Having former Gov. Haley
Barbour as a member of the
Butler, Snow firm will benefit
Madison County, Crosby said.
“Having Haley on board is

From 2008 to 2011, Madi-
son County hired alocal lobby-
ist who worked at the federal
level on its behalf at the rate of
$75,000 annually. In 2009, the
county added a second local
lobbying firm for an additional
$75,000 that vear. Those lob-
bying funds also were shared
between the supervisors and
MCEDA.
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Eggs and Ham, The Three
Little Pigs, and I made up
my own story for him, too,”
Ellington said. “The other
night when I was telling him
stories, I could see himhold-
ing his head up and looking
atthe pagesaslread.”

Reading children’s stories
isn’t the only change for
Ellington since his son’s
birth.

Leisure activities like
watching television to tune
into his favorite shows have
been exchanged for the
baby's schedule.

His son, Ellington says, is
well worth the changes.

“I like being spending
time with him, and I think
over iime it’s more impor-
tant to spend time with him,
especially as he’s growing
up,” Ellington said.

Watkins, 29, shares
Ellington's sentiment on the
life-changing journey of
having a newborn.

~“He has to be fed every
two to three hours,” Watkins
said of 2-week-old Aden Dar-
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Parents Michaet and Dawn Gibbons of Flora recently welcomed
their sixth child, daughter Josie Doreen, born May 7. Their oth-
er children are Julie, 12; Jessica, 6; Jill, 4, Jenna, 2, and

Joshua, 13.

rell Kapono’ahi Watkins.
“So when he sleeps, we
sleep.”

He and his wife, Lakisha,
“change diapers and take
shifts,” he said.

“We're just a team; we do
it together,” says Watkins, of
Canton.

Although the couple has
two other daughters —
Asya, 12, and Adriana, 15,
— this is their first time rais-
ing a newborn together.

The experience has
shown Watkins the impor-
tance of being in baby
Aden’s life,

“Tt just makes a lot of dif-
ference,” he said. “Tt makes
me feel good that I can be of

some help to my wife, espe-
cially when I'm off work.”

Aden’s name means “the
little fire that loves so dearly
with a righteous flame.”
Ironically, his father is a fire-
fighter.

Aden’s “little fire” is one
he was happily prepared for,
Watkins sajd.

“I was quite confident,
and as long as he was born
healthy, that was my main
concern.”

In addition to their new-
born, the three fathers all
have common plans for
Father’s Day: firing up the
grill and preparing 2 good
meal for their families to
enjoy.

IT TAKES THE BEST PEOPLE TO
MAKE THE BEST HOSPITAL.




